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comply with all Federal and state re-
porting requirements. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 34250, June 16, 2014; 79 FR 19496, Apr. 9, 
2014] 

§ 622.387 Prevention of gear conflicts. 

(a) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the FMP for Coastal 
Migratory Pelagic Resources, when the 
RA determines that a conflict exists in 
the king mackerel fishery between 
hook-and-line and gillnet fishermen in 
the South Atlantic EEZ off the east 
coast of Florida between 27°00.6′ N. lat. 
and 27°50.0′ N. lat., the RA may pro-
hibit or restrict the use of hook-and- 
line and/or gillnets in all or a portion 
of that area. Necessary prohibitions or 
restrictions will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.388 Annual catch limits (ACLs), 
annual catch targets (ACTs), and 
accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel—(1) Commercial sector. If commer-
cial landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the ap-
plicable quota specified in § 622.384(b)(1) 
(commercial ACL), the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for that zone, subzone, or gear 
type for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the rec-
reational ACL of 8.092 million lb (3.670 
million kg), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to implement a bag and posses-
sion limit for Gulf migratory group 
king mackerel of zero, unless the best 
scientific information available deter-
mines that a bag limit reduction is un-
necessary. This bag and possession 
limit would also apply in the Gulf on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
coastal migratory pelagic fish has been 
issued, without regard to where such 
species were harvested, i.e. in state or 
Federal waters. 

(3) For purposes of tracking the ACL, 
recreational landings will be monitored 

based on the commercial fishing year, 
July 1 through June 1. 

(b) Atlantic migratory group king mack-
erel—(1) Commercial sector—(i) If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.384(b)(2) 
(commercial ACL), the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
king mackerel are overfished, based on 
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the commercial quota (commer-
cial ACL) for that following year by 
the amount of any commercial sector 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock ACL, as specified in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the bag limit by the amount nec-
essary to ensure recreational landings 
may achieve the recreational annual 
catch target (ACT), but do not exceed 
the recreational ACL, in the following 
fishing year. The recreational ACT is 
6.11 million lb (2.77 million kg). The 
recreational ACL is 6.58 million lb (2.99 
million lb). 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
king mackerel are overfished, based on 
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
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Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the recreational ACL and ACT for 
that following year by the amount of 
any recreational sector overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(iii) For purposes of tracking the 
ACL, recreational landings will be 
evaluated based on the commercial 
fishing year, March through February. 
Recreational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the ACL based on a moving 
multi-year average of landings, as de-
scribed in the FMP. 

(3) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group king mackerel is 10.46 
million lb (4.75 million kg). 

(c) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel. (1) If the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, reaches or is projected to 
reach the stock ACL, as specified in 
paragraph (c)(3) of this section, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, all sale and purchase of 
Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel is prohibited and the harvest and 
possession limit of this species in or 
from the Gulf EEZ is zero. This posses-
sion limit also applies in the Gulf on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
coastal migratory pelagic fish has been 
issued, without regard to where such 
species were harvested, i.e. in state or 
Federal waters. 

(2) For purposes of tracking the ACL, 
recreational landings will be evaluated 
based on the commercial fishing year, 
April through March. 

(3) The stock ACL for Gulf migratory 
group Spanish mackerel is 5.15 million 
lb (4.75 million kg). 

(d) Atlantic migratory group Spanish 
mackerel—(1) Commercial sector. (i) If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.384(c)(2) (commercial ACL), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this sec-

tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (d)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
Spanish mackerel are overfished, based 
on the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the commercial quota (commer-
cial ACL) for that following year by 
the amount of any commercial sector 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock ACL, as specified in para-
graph (d)(3) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the bag limit by the amount nec-
essary to ensure recreational landings 
may achieve the recreational ACT, but 
do not exceed the recreational ACL, in 
the following fishing year. The rec-
reational ACT is 2.32 million lb (1.05 
million kg). The recreational ACL is 
2.56 million lb (1.16 million kg). 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (d)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
Spanish mackerel are overfished, based 
on the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the recreational ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of any rec-
reational sector overage in the prior 
fishing year. 

(iii) For purposes of tracking the 
ACL and ACT, recreational landings 
will be evaluated based on the commer-
cial fishing year, March through Feb-
ruary. Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 
a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(3) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group Spanish mackerel is 5.69 
million lb (2.58 million kg). 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:08 Jan 26, 2015 Jkt 232239 PO 00000 Frm 00369 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\50\50V12.TXT 31



360 

50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–14 Edition) § 622.389 

(e) Gulf migratory group cobia. (1) If 
the sum of the commercial and rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reaches or is projected to reach 
the stock ACT, as specified in para-
graph (e)(2) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial and recreational sectors for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale and purchase of Gulf 
migratory group cobia is prohibited 
and the harvest and possession limit of 
this species in or from the Gulf EEZ is 
zero. This bag and possession limit also 
applies in the Gulf on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for coastal migratory 
pelagic fish has been issued, without 
regard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e. in state or Federal water. 

(2) The stock ACT for Gulf migratory 
group cobia is 1.31 million lb (0.59 mil-
lion kg). The stock ACL for Gulf mi-
gratory group cobia is 1.46 million lb 
(0.66 million kg). 

(f) Atlantic migratory group cobia—(1) 
Commercial sector. (i) If commercial 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the 
quota specified in § 622.384(d)(2) (com-
mercial ACL), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (f)(1)(i) of this sec-
tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (f)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
cobia are overfished, based on the most 
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report 
to Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
following fishing year to reduce the 
commercial quota (commercial ACL) 
for that following year by the amount 
of any commercial sector overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock ACL, as specified in para-
graph (f)(3) of this section, the AA will 

file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings may achieve the recreational ACT, 
but do not exceed the recreational ACL 
in the following fishing year. Further, 
during that following year, if nec-
essary, the AA may file additional no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to readjust the reduced 
fishing season to ensure recreational 
harvest achieves but does not exceed 
the intended harvest level. The rec-
reational ACT is 1,184,688 lb (537,365 
kg). The recreational ACL is 1,445,687 
(655,753 kg). 

(ii) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (f)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, if the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (f)(3) of this sec-
tion, and Atlantic migratory group 
cobia are overfished, based on the most 
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report 
to Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
following fishing year to reduce the 
recreational ACL and ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of any rec-
reational sector overage in the prior 
fishing year. 

(iii) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 
a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(3) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group cobia is 1,571,399 lb 
(712,775 kg). 

§ 622.389 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for Coastal Mi-
gratory Pelagic Resources, the RA may 
establish or modify the following items 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion for coastal migratory pelagic fish. 

(a) For a species or species group: Re-
porting and monitoring requirements, 
permitting requirements, bag and pos-
session limits (including a bag limit of 
zero), size limits, vessel trip limits, 
closed seasons or areas and reopenings, 
annual catch limits (ACLs), annual 
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